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STAT

.ton of dosg- studeats of the

{“.Fm"‘ RupedrOomweliin Wshington.c.n -

IN A MOVE that fook Washing-™"
ton by surprise. Mr William Web-
ster ts t0 step down later-%his
month as director of the CIA, af-’
ter four vears in the post stamped
above all by a gradual rehabilita-
tion of the frequently tarnished
image of the United States’ main
intelligence-zathering institution.
News of his departure came ata
quickly scheduied White House
press conterence  yesierdav., at
which a clearly regretfui President
Bush declared that the 66-vear-
old Mr Webster, from 1978 to 1987
in charge of the FBI. had only in-
formed him of his intentions on
Tuesday evening. '
"1 hate to see him go.” said Mr

o

fnet starus Nor washe a member
of the group of top officials who
charted US policy in the Gulf war.

His exclusion helped fuel some
critcism of the CIA's intelligence
pertormance durning the war. In
fact, however, the crucial mistake
~ the wrong reading of Saddam
Husseia’s intentions immediately
hetore 2 August last vear — was
made not by the C[A. which
warned invasion was virtually cer-
tain. but by the State Department.

And Mr Bush. himseif the di-
rector of the CIA in 1976-77,
would have none of such charges
vesterday. “We all got criticism
early on. ClA got alittle. Defence

Bush, praising Mr Webster for his

“integrity. effectrveness and in-
. . 9 v — !
sight” and his contfibution to the
“professionalism™ at the CIA. In
reply. Mr Webster spoke of his
own mixed feelings™at leaving the
job but. after 20 vears of top-level
government ‘senvice, “something
tells you it's a good 4ime to gn".
Despite the eternal temptation
to take nothing relating to the
CIA at face value. the ittt reac-

agency was to dp precisely that.
During his four vears at Lang-
lev, Mr Webster husdeen to it that
the CIA kept 2 relatively low pro-
file, following th: (nStructions of
Mr Bath when he ‘took office in

Department got a little.” But. he
nsisted, the outcome of the war
showed that intelligence had been
“superb”.. The CIA had per-
formed “fantastically ".

According to Mr Bush. no suc-
cessor to Mr Webster has been de-
cided, and one is not likelv to be
named until shortly before the
latter’s four-year spell ends on 26
May. But two possible front-run-

-ners being ‘mentioned yesterday
were Robert Gates.. Mr Bush's
deputy national :securitv adviser,
with a long career in ¢the CIA be-
fore that, and James Lilley, the US
ambassador to China. an old per-
sonal friend of the President.

1989 that the 2¢enev concentrate
“on intetligence and not on policy
matiers™. For it reasen. M:
Wohsterdid nar - oa o e

» cahe

-If mnvthing, caution has been
the hailmark of the Webster years.
after the embarrassments that oc-
curred under his predeccessor, the
late Mr Wuliam Casev. which cul-
minated in the Iran-Contra atfair.

At the CLA Mr Wehster man-
aged to avoid most pitfalls. He was
especially wary of the covert activ-
ities that had caused such prob-
lems mn the past.

The agenov's handhing of the
political tumult that spread
throughout Eastern Europe has
also been generally regarded as

- competent. *Webster's record was

not dramatically good.- but there
were no major faul-ups,” said one
specialist on the: agency yesterday.

Mr Webster's future wul proba-
bly involve a_return to the legal

sector, where his career began.
8 A formal investigation into
the allegation that the Reagan
campaign team conspired to delay
the release of US hostages in [ran
in order to win the 1980 election
moved . closer. yesterday, when
President Bush -indicated that he
would not oppos¢ an :inquiry,
writes Edward Lacas. el
“Some. - Democratic. members
are {ooking. at,it right now, and
that’s fine.. They can do whatever

-they want, " he,said. Perhaps more

significantly, vhe. ‘also distanceq
himseif from the actual allega-
tions. “All [ can speak for is my
own . partucipation or  lack
thereof,” he gaid. ““The allegations
about me are grossly untrue, fac-
tually incorrect, bald-faced hes.”
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